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chool Libraries Studied By 


Southern States Work Conference 


School Libraries has been selected for study by the Southern States Work Conference. 
.e Conference each year chooses a new subject to which three years of intensive thought 
d work is given by persons representing fourteen southeastern states. This past June, 
ty-four lay and professional people interested and concerned with the growth of the 
1001 libraries program met in Daytona Beach, Florida, and outlined a three year action 
search program of school libraries in the southern states. Emphases in the study will 
given to the functions of the library and the library’s relationships to the total school 
»gram; the relationship of the librarian to the admin‘stration, members of the faculty, etc. 

The study is being sponsored by the Southern States Work Conference. This organi- 
z:tion is composed of a voluntary group of educators in the South who have been working 
together for 18 years on educational problems in the southern region. It is supported by 
state departments of education, state teachers associations, and institutions of higher 
learning. 

Those representing Alabama in the study at Daytona Beach were: Miss Martha Jule 
Blackshear, State School Libraries Consultant, Chairman; Mr. Zollie C. Reed, Principal, 
Main Street Elementary School, Tuscumbia; Miss Mildred L. Smith, Supervisor of Ma- 
terials Center, Mobile, Alabama. These Alabama representatives organized themselves 
into committees to promote the development of the study. Each state committee will 
attempt to involve as many individuals and organizations in the study as seems feasible. 

Alabama school libraries have a wonderful opportunity to give as well as benefit 
from this study. To get the State’s work in the study started an early fall librarians’ 
conference was called for school librarians and teacher-librarians, September 27-28 in 
the new State Office Building, Montgomery. All school librarians having twelve or 
more semester hours in library science were invited to attend. 

The conference was called in order to review proposed areas of study set forth by 
the school libraries project of the Southern States Work Conference meeting held last 
June in Daytona Beach, Florida. The preliminary areas set up by the participants in 
the school libraries study relate to: 

1. The training of librarian, teachers, and administrators in the utilization of good 

school library service 

2. Evidences of good school library service 

3. Areas of service and relationship of the librarian in a good school program 

4. Existing patterns of school library service. 

The first three areas received the greatest attention at the conference. Librarians 
and schools will receive the greatest benefit from the program set up by the Southern 
States Work Conference by the interest manifested locally. The findings and recommenda- 
tions of the study will no doubt influence greatly the development of school libraries 
throughout the South during the next decade. 





Administrative and Service Problems in Today’s School 
Library 


Thirty-one school librarians, three public Administrative and Service Problems in To- 
librarians and one school administrator met day’s School Library. 
with Miss Virginia McJenkin, School Libra- Miss McJenkin appeared on the Thursday 
ties Supervisor of Fulton County, Georgia. afternoon program during the 53rd annual 
The theme for this discussion meeting was conference of the Alabama Library Associa- 
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tion, talked over and offered assistance to 
problems as they were presented by the 
Alabama librarians. Some of the problems 
were: How can administrators and librarians 
cooperatively schedule students so that the 
library will meet their needs? Are library 
fees, especially in the junior high schooi 
desirable? Whose job is it to see the prin- 
cipal on the importance of a central li- 
brary versus classroom shelves of books? 
What methods are used to help teachers 
grasp techniques of coordinating library 
materials with classroom instruction? How 
can recruitment for librarianship be vi- 
talized? 

In summarizing Miss McJenkin’s responses 
to these problems, her suggestions were: 
The curriculum and methods of teaching 
should present and provide opportunity and 
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need for utilizing materials other than tex 
books, together with the educational pr 
gram providing liberal access to quali 
materials with adequate time. In the eve 


principals and teachers do not understar | 


the values as well as needs of a good 
brary program, the librarian may be al 
to help in a good measure by working clos 
ly and patiently with the school facult 
inservice programs may be scheduled; wo 
conference and extension courses which pr 
vide help in this area may be provide 
Student library assistant organizations hej» 
in the promotion of interest toward libr: 
rianship. 

Mrs. Ruth Waldrop, Librarian, Shades 
Valley High, served as moderator and re- 


porter for this discussion. 
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WHAT JOHNNY READS IN SPITE OF* 


Mrs. Christine Noble Govan 


deplore this basic or controlled vocabu- 
| » which limits an already inarticulate 
} oulation to so many new words a year. 
1 ‘eplore it because books written this way 
« a only be pedantic and innocuous (and in 
n.’ opinion obnoxious). Once the child is 
p st the early first grade—the “I found cat, 
\.ss Smith! Look I found cat!” stage— 
rading should stretch both the mind and 
tle imagination. This is especially true of 
books read outside of school—for, we hope, 
pleasure. A truly good book should be one 
to which a child can return again and again, 
bringing to the book each time a new under- 
standing brought about by new experiences 
and older emotions. Books like Huckle- 
berry Finn, Tom Sawyer, Treasure Island, 
Little Men and Little Women, David Cop- 
perfield, Les Misérables, The Bastable Chil- 
dren, stories by Selma Lagerléf and thous- 
ands of the older books, did just that and 
by doing so provided entertainment over 
long periods of years. 

Today books are written in a simple, 
streamlined manner about some specific 
problem. Judy wants to save the old home- 
stead by selling apples or running a tea 
room or winning a prize on TV, or she 
gives up a pleasurable vacation and learns 
some important precept. Jimmy wants to 
win some athletic achievement. He has to 
work hard on a farm which he loathes, but 
gets so much muscle he wins the race or 
the vaulting contest or what have you. Or 
he can’t get along at school until something 
happens to show his classmates that he is 
really a hero under that shy-sullen-sulky or 
antagonistic appearance. Good enough, or 
is it? These stories. are told in ninth, tenth 
or eighth grade vocabulary. The characters 
are types, any atmosphere or description 
or feeling is cut to the bone or eliminated 
by the editors because there isn’t room 
for it, and once the thin thread of the plot 
has been followed, there is no reason on 


_° Resume of address to Alabama School Libra- 
tians Association, Tuscaloosa, April 13, 1957. 


earth to go back to that book, to want to 
own it, to cherish it or to feel that it has 
become a part of the “furniture of one’s 
mind.” 

There is no splendor in such books, no 
gigantic excitement with which to stretch 
the imagination, no new and fascinating 
word to challenge the mentality of the 
reader, no poetry to inspire or to charm 
and to remember warmly to the end of one’s 
days. 

When today’s children, as one of my 
small grand-daughters does—sees television 
off and on all day and at four uses words 
like “auspicious,” “incredible,” and “charm- 
ing,” the easy reader may offer the first 
excitement of seeing words in a concrete 
form, but both vocabulary and subject man- 
ner is going to pall almost at once. And 
when that does we have lost a reader. 

In spite of the namby-pamby early books, 
in spite of the deadly similarity and sterile 
vocabulary, Johnny does read. He reads 
considerably more than his parents do— 
they are either looking at TV or downtown 
making enough money to buy the newest 
car so that Johnny can be driven to school. 
And any other money they make will be 
spent on TVs, horses, cars, clothes, boating, 
golf, entertainment, etc.—never on books. 
If it weren't for the librarians children 
would grow up completely ignorant and 
juvenile authors would starve or have to 
open washerterias. Johnny reads in spite 
of—and often because of TV. He sees a 
play from a book and likes it and he wants 
to read the book. His parents won’t waste 
money buying a book, but he can usually 
get it from the library. 

I don’t care what Johnny reads, just so 
he reads. Because reading is a habit, a 
powerful and demanding habit, once it is 
formed. Let him start on The Hardy Boys 
(of which TV sold 444,000 in three months, 
I believe it was last year)—and when he’s 
wrung all the cliches out of them, he'll 

(continued on page 90) 
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[he Encouragement and Stimulation of Recreational and 
leasure Reading—A Worthy Challenge for the School* 


By J. C. U. Johnson, Principal, Johnston Junior High School, Anniston 


Students of child development and psy- 
logy, today, stress the value of reading 
grams built to satisfy children’s interests 
1d needs at different stages of growth. 
cordingly, Paul Witty, reading specialist, 
fessor of Education and Director of the 
vchological-Educational Clinic at North- 

‘stern University, Evanston, Illinois, says 
that reading is thought of as an activity 
through which the child (a) may obtain 
information he needs in order to gain an 
understanding of himself and his own be- 
havior; (b) may gain information which will 
enhance his understanding of social prob- 
lems and, hence, improve his social adjust- 
ment; and (c) may satisfy his need for recre- 
ation or “escape” in a beneficial and pleas- 
ant way. 

It is with this third need—the need for 
recreational reading in a_ beneficial and 
pleasant way with which we are concerned 
in our present discussion. 

The entire school faculty is vitally con- 
cerned with the encouragement and stimula- 
tion of recreational and pleasure reading. 
It is therefore necessary for all the teachers 
as well as the librarian to become thoroughly 
acquainted with books for children and 
young people. Very helpful professional 
books are available to aid teachers in gain- 
ing this information, and annotated lists of 
good books from various sources are accessi- 
ble to teachers. 

Teachers will find appropriate material 
to satisfy pupils’ needs and interests in 
biographies and other factual presentations 
as well as in fiction and in novels. In 
guiding the pleasure reading of students, 
librarians and teachers should try to see that 
the reading material is varied and balanced. 
The reading of magazines and newspapers 
should also be encouraged as a means of 
pleasure reading and to promote further 
balance in reading material. 


ea =~ 


° Talk given to District Six School Librarians, 
Jacksonville State College, March 1957. 


Teachers and librarians may ask if stu- 
dents are reading much at present for pleas- 
ure and recreation. The answer is definite- 
ly, yes. Testifying to this is the fact that 
Americans are reading comic books to the 
tune of 80 million copies a month. One 
set of figures says that 49% of the total 
population reads comic books. 60 per cent 
of the readership is adult and 40% juvenile. 
It is a rough guess that each comic book 
averages at least three readers. Youth never 
throw comic books away—they are passed 
from hand to hand and are probably the 
most common item of barter today. 

In spite of TV, radio, movies and the like, 
boys and girls are showing a greater de- 
sire to read than ever before; the solution 
is to use that desire constructively. Our 
entire American public, juvenile and adult, 
has been doing a great deal more reading. 
Perhaps the people promoting reading meth- 
ods during the 1920’s, ’30’s and ’40’s might 
take some credit. However, it actually gets 
into more fundamental conditions of sociol- 
ogy, economics, and the ability to produce 
the materials. The problem the teachers 
and the librarians and the principals will 
have to meet today is one of improving 
the reading taste of the people. 

The challenge to do this more success- 
fully sharpens as accumulating research re- 
veals a disconcerting picture of poverty- 
stricken reading lives among junior and 
senior high school students. All school 
faculties interested in campaigning to lead 
their students to a habit of reading for 
recreational and personal pleasure and 
profit must realize that each and every 
teacher has a vital part in its promotion, 
for extensive reading makes important con- 
tributions in many content areas. 

One of the problem junior and _ senior 
hich-school teachers in all subjects face 
daily is how to help students find the ap- 
propriate reading materials to supplement 
their study of texts. In the ideal school, 
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all teachers have the resources of a well- 
stocked library and a library staff trained 
to work with teachers and students. But 
whether school library services are top- 
notch or non-existant, teachers themselves 
need to know how to locate the best books 
for young readers, and need to have some 
personal familiarity with them. 

Librarians and teachers have been giving 
greater attention in recent years to the 
wide variety of books published annually 
for the general reader which are also suit- 
able for young people. The listings and 
reviews of such books provided by the 
American Library Association, Wilson Com- 
pany, and the National Council of Teachers 
of English offer vital aids to teachers, par- 
ticularly in helping them select the right 
books for the gifted students who can absorb 
a wide range of supplementary reading and 
whose reading level is high. 


Every teacher has a definite opportunity 
and responsibility to stimulate and promote 
reading which may be profitable as well 
as pleasurable. The social studies teacher 
encouraging the reading of imaginative lit- 
erature as a supplement to history and other 
kinds of factual material can do much to 
build clear and enriched concepts of time 
and place. The whole story of America’s 
past has been dramatized in imaginative 
literature which social studies teachers can 
draw upon as a way of furthering learning 
in their subject as well as building enduring 
reading interests. Study of such topics as 
minority problems, housing, crime and de- 
linquency, labor unions, and World War II 
gives an opportunity to encourage and guide 
wide reading in fiction, poetry, biography, 
and other non-fiction and to instill the idea 
that literature treats not only of “hearts and 
flowers” but also of the whole gamut of 
man’s experience. 


Perhaps no teacher is in a better position 
today to encourage and build reading in- 
terests while at the same time enriching 
his own program than the science teacher. 
The dropping of the atomic bomb and the 
popularization of television has created a 
great new interest in science. Since 1945 
when the bomb was dropped, public reading 
of science materials has doubled. The phe- 
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nomenal mushrooming of interest in scienc 
fiction has been due largely to the amazir 
and terrifying vista opened by the atom 
era. 


For many boys, the physical educatic 
teacher or coach would have more influen: » 
in recommending reading than any oth: 
teacher and for some girls, the home ec: - 
nomics teacher. It should not be far-fetche | 
to expect the physical education teache:; 
or coaches to recommend pleasure readin 
from the world of sports, hobbies, and recr: 
ation. Many home economic teachers who 
have gone beyond the skills of cooking and 
sewing in their courses have an opportunity) 
to encourage and guide reading in the areas 
of etiquette, grooming and dress, home 
decoration, and the very important field of 
home and family life. 

Extensive reading has been stimulated 
even in such classes as industrial arts, and 
agriculture, often thought of as remote 
from the realm of literature. For in these 
classes, some students may become ac- 
quainted with materials such as special in- 
terest magazines which they will read for 
the rest of their lives, reading to which they 
would not otherwise be introduced. Natur- 
ally, the English teacher retains a key re- 
sponsibility in developing appreciation and 
taste in literature. The math teacher, 
speech teacher, language teacher, art, band, 
and choral teachers, all have an opportunity 
to encourage and stimulate reading for 
pleasure and recreation in their respective 


fields. 


The teacher in each area of the curric- 
ulum will be able to “reach” certain stu- 
dents. Our best hope of capitalizing on 
interest which may lead to pleasurable and 
enduring reading tastes and habits among 
most students is a broad program of guid- 
ance in reading which permeates the en- 
tire school curriculum. 

What guiding principles can we identify 
which will give promise of help in our 
campaign to get students to develop a habit 
of reading? Certainly a major one is that 
students—their problems and concerns and 
interests—should become the point of de- 
parture in the literature program rather then 

(continued on page 88) 
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READING FOR PERSONAL SATISFACTION 
( ONFERENCES HELD THROUGHOUT THE STATE 


Stimulating Reading for Personal Satis- 
f. tion” was the theme of the six district 
v -k conferences sponsored by the State 
L partment of Education at strategic points 
ot the state between March 2 and May 
2 or those principally interested in “What 
tc Do to Make Johnny Want to Read” 
O-e hundred and sixty-nine principals, su- 
p::intendents, teachers, supervisors, libra- 
ricns and teacher-librarians attended these 
meetings held on state college campuses and 
State Department of Education office. 

Each meeting was begun by having per- 
sonalities within the district representing 
difference aspects of education give their 
views and values of a school program for 
stimulating reading for personal enjoyment. 
Those who were asked to participate in the 
symposiums were: school principals, super- 
visors, State Department personnel, parents, 
teachers, elementary and secondary libra- 
rians, 

Each work conference acknowledged that 
it is the responsibility of the educational 
program to supply a sufficient number of 
interesting and stimulating books for every 
reading level, to provide adequate, attrac- 
tive, and accessible facilities for housing and 
displaying reading materials, plus teaching 
personnel interested in providing time and 
stimulation in promoting the use of these 
materials, 

The majority of the conference was given 
to discussing the problem of “who” in the 
teaching personnel is responsible for pro- 
viding and administering a positive program 
for pleasure reading and “how” or through 
what methods, techniques, devices and ac- 
tivities is such a program successfully ac- 
complished. 

In answering the question of “who” the 
consensus of opinion was that the school 
principal through his interest and enthusi- 
asm for a good reading program has much 
influence on individual faculty members as 
well as the faculty as a whole. A good 
basic philosophy and an appreciation of the 
values for a good reading program must be 


shared by teachers of all grades and all sub- 
jects. The teaching of the skills of read- 
ing is important but so is the function of 
every teacher in stimulating and promoting 
those skills. 


The librarian or teacher-librarian not only 
makes book and other pleasure reading ma- 
terials available but serves as one of the 
main advisors or consultants in planning 
with the other teachers a coordinated pro- 
gram. 

The answers to “how” a program for 
reading for personal satisfaction may be pro- 
moted called attention to many activities and 
devices that have been used through the 
years. The emphasis at this point was in 
regard to the necessity of faculty planning 
so that those activities and devices known 
to be good would find a place in the pro- 
gram and not be left to chance. Some of 
the devices and program activities most of- 
ten mentioned were: reading aloud and 
storytelling, displays and advertisements, 
provision of time in the school day for 
reading and browsing with books, listening 
to and viewing good literatures in all audio 
and visual forms, ways that readers may 
share what they have read so that others 
may be stimulated to read, making lists of 
material on subjects that boys and girls 
like, and introducing children to books by 
reading an exciting portion, telling about a 
character, showing the pictures, or giving a 
brief summary of the story. 

Through these conferences individual li- 
brarians were given the feeling that he or 
she shared a responsibility with the entire 
faculty of his school for planning and ad- 
ministering a positive program of guiding 
and stimulating reading, that the reading 
program in a school does not depend upon 
the librarian or any other single teacher, but 
by the virtue of the fact that the librarian 
is enthusiastically interested in books and 
reading he should do all that is possible to 
work with principal and teachers in pro- 
moting a cooperative program. 
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Certainly every president must look back 
over the year just ended with mingled emo- 
tions. There are so many uncompleted tasks 
that one wishes time and circumstance had 
conspired to finish. There are experiences 
with so many happy memories that they 
erase the other hours of frustration and 
weariness. This has been a most instructive 
year for me in many ways, and I am grate- 
ful to you. The reports you have just heard 
are in a very real sense a summary of the 
work accomplished. In any cooperative en- 
terprise it is the amount of energy expended 
for common purpose and by a group working 
in unison that determines the success of that 
endeavor. It is with sincere appreciation 
that I acknowledge the debt I owe to the 
officers, council members, and committee 
chairmen of the Alabama School Librarians’ 
Association. 

In our first executive council meeting we 
set up these goals: 

1. That items of interest concerning school 

librarians be included in each issue of 
The Alabama Librarian 
. That a handbook for the use of the 
executive council be compiled 
. That our membership goal be 200 
4. That we sponsor outstanding speakers 
at the luncheon at the AlaLA 

5. That we cooperate with the State De- 
partment in the workshops sponsored 
by that organization 

6. That we strengthen our orgaization and 
promote the library profession in every 
way. 


to 
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We are proud of the goals we have 
reached, and the progress we have made 
toward those we have not yet reached. 
Every issue of The Alabama Librarian has 
had material of interest to school librarians. 
Much information has been gathered for the 
handbook which many of us feel is an item 
of primary importance for the future growth 
and development of the organization. We 
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have 136 members, far below our potenti: 
membership. This is an area where eac 

of you could be of help. All over the stat 

members and non-members have cooperate 

with the State Department in the series « 

workshops held in the various districts. W 

had a delightful and inspiring speaker : 

Sheffield, Miss Azile Wofford, and I am sur 
all of you are eagerly anticipating today’s 
speaker, Miss Jean Lee Latham, Newber; 
Award winner for 1956, and the added 
pleasure of hearing Mrs. Christine Noble 
Govan, author of many colorful children’s 
books, at the AlaLA convention in Tusca- 
loosa. 


You have heard the reports from the Dis- 
trict Organizations, Membership, and from 
the Student Assistants. Although in neither 
of these fields have we accomplished what 
we hoped for, some progress has been made. 
As we grow in numbers and in professional 
spirit, these will be more active, I feel sure. 
All of us are grateful to Miss Schmitt, Mrs. 
Hanna, and Mrs. Cobb for the fine work 
they have done in these committees 

One of the outstanding problems of the 
year has been to make a clear cut distinc- 
tion between the Alabama School Librarians 
Association and the Alabama Library Assoc- 
iation. As teachers we need to be members 
of the AEA, of which we are a department; 
as teacher-librarians we need to be members 
also of the Alabama Library Association, 
of which we are a division. If it were 
possible to have some mythical three-leafed 
clover with the letters AEA, AlaLa, ASLA 
on each leaf, we might have a better chance 
of making our relationship clearer. 

Librarianship is not static. I am con- 
vinced that we need to increase our pro- 
fessional contacts in order to develop. 
Many of you have availed yourself of such 
opportunities this year. We have had 
representatives at the American Library 
Association in Miami, where I had _ the 
pleasure of serving as your representative 
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the State Assembly Breakfast and at the 
| siness meeting. We were well repre- 
s ited in Miami by Sybil Baird, Mary Emma 

‘nes, Martha Jule Blackshear, Joyce 

vadus, Jean Hoffman, and others. Mrs. 

n Hoffman, who has served with honor 

president of the Alabama Library As- 

iation, and Sybil Baird, Regional Repre- 
s atative at the State Assembly breakfast 
ii Miami, attended the Southeastern Li- 
b. ary meeting in Roanoke, They represented 
u also at the ALA Midwinter in Chicago. 
\.e are growing in professionalism, not only 
in the state but regionally and nationally. 
1 can never thank you enough for the 
privilege of representing you at that fab- 
ulous Miami meeting! 

Our treasurer’s report indicates that we 
are in good standing financially. We have 
acquired two permanent files: one for the 
membership and treasurer's records, and 
one for the president’s records. Of course, 
the fact that we received grants of $50 each 
from AEA and AlaLa made our outstanding 
speakers possible. Without the help of 
those two associated organizations we could 
not have had enough money to have the 
program we have and are enjoying. 

It is with genuine pleasure that I acknow- 
ledge my debt to those who have been 
patient with my ignorance, charitable with 
my mistakes, and generous with their help 
and advice. It is difficult to follow an 
outstanding president like Sybil Baird, but 
she has certainly done everything possible 
to help me. I also would like to pay tri- 
bute to Martha Jule Blackshear for her un- 
failing cheerfulness and sympathy, and for 
the many ways in which she and her staff 
have made things easier for me — and 
better for the Alabama School Librarians’ 
Association. Laura Gaines Sprott is an- 
other whose sound advice and efficiency 
should receive your thanks and mine. 

We chose as our theme for the year 
“Widening Our Horizons.” I do not know 
whether this has been realized for you — 
for me it has meant contacts with many 
fine librarians, inspirational lectures, worth- 
while meetings. Please accept my sincere 
thanks for allowing me to serve as your 
president this year. 
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News and Summer Activities of School Librarians 


Miss Edna Eaves, who received her 
Master of Arts in Library Science at George 
Peabody College for Teachers this summer, 
has resigned as Supervisor of School Li- 
braries in Jefferson County and has accepted 
the position as librarian of Mars Hill Junior 
College, Mars Hill, N.C. Miss Eaves has 
been an active member of the Alabama 
School Librarians Association and the Ala- 
bama Library Association since she has been 
in Jefferson County, and we will miss her. 

Mrs. Jamie Thomas, who has served as 
Miss Eaves’ assistant, has accepted the posi- 
tion as Supervisor in Jefferson County. 
Mrs. Thomas has also been active in both 
organizations, serving as convention chair- 
man for the March meeting of the ASLA 
during the 1957 meeting of the Alabama 
Education Association. 


Wy 


Miss Sybil Baird represented the Alabama 
School Librarians Association at the Ameri- 
can Library Association Kansas _ City 
meeting in June. Following the conference 
Miss Baird visited friends in the Midwest 
for a really fabulous trip. 


It is with sincere regret that the Execu- 
tive Council of the Alabama School Li- 
brarians Association announces the resig- 
nation of Mrs. Laura Gaines Sprott as 
president. Heavy home duties because of 
the illness of her husband and her father 
have made her resignation necessary. The 
organization is fortunate to have Miss Nancy 
Wilson, Decatur High School Librarian, to 
succeed her. 

Mrs. Annabelle Hadley has resigned as 
Librarian at Capitol Heights Junior High 
School. On leaving the State her position 
as treasurer has been accepted by Mrs. 
Virginia Leverette, librarian of Lee High 
School, Montgomery. 


A tentative handbook to serve as a guide 
to officers and committee chairmen of the 
Alabama School Librarians Association has 
been compiled. Martha Blackshear, who 
accepted the chairmanship of collecting the 


data for the handbook states that the fir: 
few mimeographed copies have been cit 
culated to the 1957-58 executive counc 
members and committee chairmen. 

The officers of the Association over th 
past few years worked diligently with th 
chairman in editing what is hoped will b 
helpful material for ensuing officers an 
committee chairmen. 
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By virtue of recent changes in the cor 
stitution, the School Librarians’ Associa- 
tion is now named The Alabama Schoo! 
Librarians Association, a Division of th 
Alabama Education Association (the forme: 
name, The Alabama Association of Schoo! 
Librarians . . . was identical with that of 
the Negro school librarians’ association). 

Other changes opened membership in the 
Association on associate bases to pupil li- 
brary assistants and to students of library 
science enrolled in Alabama institutions. 


A bequest of $500 in the will of the late 
Ruth Corr, assistant librarian Tuscaloosa 
County Library, has provided the Corr 
Scholarship Fund at the University of Ala- 
bama, the income to be awarded annually to 
a student who is a native of the State of 
Alabama and who is majoring in library 
science at the University. 


At the University of Alabama several 
school librarians received a certificate in 
School Librarianship and the B. S. in Li- 
brary Science. Four received Master’s de- 
grees in Library Science. They are: Miss 
Ora Lee Bowen, Phil Campbell High School; 
Mrs. Luther G. Mackinnon, Greenville High 
School; Mrs. Helen Maddox Terry, Walker 
County High School, Jasper; and Miss Mary 
Lou King, Dothan. 

Mrs. Jean Hoffman continued advanced 
study in librarianship at Florida State 
University. 

At Peabody Library School, Nashville, 
thirteen Alabama librarians were enrolled 
for further study. The thirteen included: 
Frances Arrington, Fyffe; Jean Carroll 
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} nks; Mozelle Cummings, Ramer; Edna 
ves, Birmingham; Walter Gibson, Tallas- 

; G. Shepherd Hicks, Anniston; Nioma 
neva Lee, Pell City; Roger Richard Lott, 
Bernard; Nell McCrary, Scottsboro; Ann 
zabeth Mitchell, Jacksonville; Evelyn 

} ill Muller, Leighton; Edna Smith Rich- 
a lson, Guntersville; Mrs. Lucien P. Stough, 
enix City. Five received Master of Arts 
Library Science. They were Frances 

‘ rington, Jean Carroll, Mozelle Cummings, 

- ina Eaves, Roger Lott. 


School librarians are becoming more con- 
inced each year that membership in pro- 
fessional organizations is necessary to con- 
tinued professional growth. Last year 100 
school librarians were members of the 
Alabama Library Association; 143 were also 
members of the Alabama School Librarians 
Association. This year it is hoped that an 
even larger per cent of the approximately 
250 school librarians in the state will avail 
themselves of the opportunities offered by 
membership in both organizations. 


Mrs. Mozelle Cummings, Reporter 
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Conference Postscripts 


The keynote address delivered to the 
1957 Annual Conference of the Alabama 
Library Association by Dr. W. Stanley 
Hoole, University of Alabama Librarian, was 
printed in the June 8th issue of The Satur- 
day Review. “The True End of Knowledge” 
is the heading under which this paper of 
Dr. Hoole’s appears on the editorial page. 

The editorial points out that Americans 
find themselves in a predicament in which 
“Today the hallmarks of our civilization are 
stomach ulcers and heart attacks . . . we 
are driving ourselves to a sort of prosperous 
desperation.” During this time the library 
profession has placed great stress upon ac- 
quiring materials and upon organizing them 
for smooth flow into the hands of patrons. 
In the future the principal role of the libra- 
rian is indicated to be the bringing together 
man and materials of communication, In 
closing Dr. Hoole says that the real mission 
of librarians is that of “interpreting library 
materials for the hosts of men, women, and 
children of all walks of life, who now more 
than ever come within our care, providing 
more proper guidance to the vast store of 
recorder knowledge which is our rightful 


province.” 


The chants of Julian Rayford, noted folk- 
lore authority, on the program at the writers’ 
banquet were described by Madera Spencer 
in her Montgomery Advertiser “Woman’s 
Way” on June 11. It seems that the pro- 
gram listing that Mr. Rayford would re- 
cite “Mike Fink” gave no real indication 
of what the audience got. Mrs. Spencer 
wrote that his performance is usually like 
this: “Mr. Rayford looks them (the audi- 
ence) over through horn-rim spectacles, ap- 
pearing to be a mild, slightly balding, stocky- 
built, ordinary kind of a man. Then 
BOOM ... he opens his mouth and bellows 
out rafter-shaking chants . . . the singsong 
rhythm soon gets under your skin . . . the 
words are pure poetry and every now and 
then he reaches a pitch that is almost 
hypnotical. People snicker and smile, be- 
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cause they don’t know what else to do. 
It isn’t the sort of thing you're used to 
hearing so you don’t know whether it’s funny 
or serious.” The waitress didn’t know 
what to do when she was struck smack in 
the face but Mr. Rayford stepped up, 
kissed her on the cheek and never missed 
a beat of the chant about “Mike Fink,” the 
greatest river man! 


W 


Establishment of the Annual Literary 
Award by the Alabama Library Association 
was noted in the June Ist issue of the 
Library Journal. The same magazine in its 
June 15 issue listed the distinguished speak- 
ers at the April meeting of the Association. 


Ww 


Alabama authors invited to the banquet 
honoring writers of the state included: 
Cecil Abernathy, Paul Alyea, Blanche R. 
Alyea, William H. Brantley, Elizabeth Cole- 
man, Caldwell DeLaney, James F. Doster, 
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Frances Durham, Henry M. Edmond: 
Rhonda Coleman Ellison, Mrs. Curre 
Farmer, Emma Lila Fundaburk, Paul Ga 
ner, Andrew Glaze, Allen Going, Ethel Go: 
man, John Temple Graves, Bert Henderso: 
Kathleen Y. Johnstone, Madison Jones, Hele 
Keller, Emmett Kilpatrick, Viola Good 
Liddell, Malcolm Cook McMillan, Riche 
bourg McWilliams, A. B. Moore, Joseph H 
Parks, Luther Patrick, Frank Rainwater, Ju 
lian Lee Rayford, Una G. Reeves, Elizabet 
Sheehan, Katherine Shepard, Martha Ly 
man Shillite, Madera Spencer, John Crai; 
Stewart, Hudsan Strode, James F. Sulzby 
Charles G. Summersell, A. B. Thomas, Lu 
cile Thomas, Lucile Tillotson, Anne Ken 
drick Walker, Mary B. Ward, Ralph Roger 
Williams, and Dorothy Worley. 

Author librarians invited were: Clyde H. 
Cantrell, Emily Miller Danton, William 
Stanley Hoole, William Jesse, John David 
Marshall, Jerrold Orne, Gretchen Schenk, 
and Louis Shores. 








MRS. WILLA BOYSWORTH GRANTED FULBRIGHT 
AWARD 


Along “The Road to Shalimar” goes 
Willa to the “Land of the Waterless Moon.” 
Except that East Pakistan is the land of 
the Bengal tigers—and we are sure Willa 
will not be stopped by the tigers! 

A Fulbright award to teach has been 
granted to Mrs. Willa Boysworth, librarian 
at Huntingdon College and past president 
of the Alabama Library Association. Mrs. 
Boysworth left Alabama the first week of 
September, took off from Idlewild Airport 
in New York, stopped in Paris and Ankara 
for a few hours, then on to Karachi in 
Pakistan. After several days orientation she 
will go on to Dacca University in East 
Pakistan where she will teach reference 
and other courses in library science and be 
a good will ambassador for the United 
States of America. 

No need for us to worry that Willa will 
have to learn the Bengali language to com- 
municate with the Pakistani. She conld 
manage that even if the language of in- 
struction at Dacca University was not Eng- 


lish. The University of Dacca was estab- 
lished in 1921. It has a general library of 
about 100,000 volumes. There is a science 
library and each department and residence 
hall has its library. 

There are two vacations of one month 
during the school year. During these free 
periods Mrs. Boysworth plans to visit coun- 
tries of the Far East and then on her way 
back she plans to spend some time touring 
Europe. Mrs. Boysworth has been granted 
» of absence from Huntingdon. 
Dr. Hubert Searcy, President of Hunting- 


a year’s leay 


don, has announced the appointment of 
Dr. R. Glenn Massengale, professor of Re- 
ligien and Philosophy, as director of th: 
library. 

Mrs. Alma Gresham Powe?l has joined 
the library staff as circulation librarian. A 
native of Prattville, Mrs. Powell received 
the Master of Arts degree in library scienc: 
at the University of Alabama and for the 
past several years has been librarian at the 
Autauga County High School. 
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introducing . . . 


MISS EMILY REED 
by Mrs. Leo B. Roberts 


\liss Emily Wheelock Reed became the 
rector of the Public Library Service Di- 
ion of the State of Alabama the first of 
otember. She succeeds Miss Evelyn Day 
illen who left the Division on March 1 
become one of three library specialists 
ir: the Library Service Division of the U. S. 
fice of Education, and Mrs. Gretchen 
Kuief Schenk, Interim Director since March 


Miss Reed come to Alabama from Alex- 
audria, Louisiana, where she has been head 
librarian of the Rapides Parish Library since 
September of 1950. She is a _true-born 
Southerner, proudly claiming Asheville, 
North Carolina, as her place of birth. She 
graduated with honors from Indiana Uni- 
versity in 1937, receiving the Phi Beta 
Kappa key in her senior year. Her library 
training was received at the University of 
Michigan where she was awarded the 
A.B.L.S. degree, cum laude, in 1940, and 
where she was honored with Phi Kappa 
Phi membership. 

The new Director has had a wealth of 
experience in the library profession. She 


has held important positions in both col- 
lege and public library fields, including such 
library systems as the University of Michi- 
gan, Florida State University, Detroit Pub- 
lic Library, Kauai Public Library in Kauai, 
Hawaii, and several Louisiana parish library 
demonstrations. She has been extremely 
active as an organizer and as a participant 
in many professional, civic, cultural, and 
church organizations. Among her favorite 
extra-library activities are community the- 
atre productions, choral singing, and mod- 
erating television discussions. 


Alabama librarians look forward to a very 
pleasant and profitable association with the 
new Director of our Public Library Service 
Division. 


WwW W 


ROBERT W. SEVERANCE 


Robert W. Severance has been selected 
as the new director of the Air University 
Library. He comes to Maxwell from Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he served as special 
assistant to the director of the National 
Library of Medicine, the largest of its type 
in the world. He succeeds Dr. Jerrold 
Orne who assumed his duties as University 
Librarian, University of North Carolina, on 
September first. 

A native of Florence, $.C., Mr. Severance 
received his A.B. degree from Furman Uni- 
versity in 1928, his M.A. from the University 
of Virginia and a B.S. in Library Science 
from George Peabody College. 

Prior to assuming his position at the 
National Library of Medicine in 1956, Mr. 





88 


Severance was deputy director of the Army 
Library in Washington for three years and 
has served as assistant librarian at North 
Carolina State College and as professor of 
Library Science at J. B. Stetson University. 
He spent 13 years as librarian at Baylor 
University. In 1952 and 1953 he served 
as president of the Association of College 
and Research Libraries. He was an in- 
structor in the pre-flight training program 
during World War II; he reentered the Air 
Force in 1951, served as information ser- 
vices and publications officer for the Hu- 
man Resources and Research Center. He 
presently holds the rank of lieutenant 
colonel in the Air Force Reserve. 


READING ENCOURAGEMENT ... 


(continued from page 80) 
the selection. When boys and girls become 
soundly convinced that literature has to 
do with them, with their lives, their sorrows 
and hopes and joys and worries, a sturdy 
basis for enduring enthusiasm for recreation- 
al, pleasurable, and profitable reading will 
have been built. 

Does this mean that students merely 
should be turned out to the literary pasture 
No! Real 


reading interests and tastes are seldom de- 


to graze and ruminate at will? 


veloped that way. Guidance is all-import- 


ant. In analyzing the natural interests of 
boys and girls, we know that the 7th grade 
pupils entering our junior high schools are 
devouring comic magazines voraciously. It 
will pay us to consider what we can learn 
from this interest in comics that will help 
us in developing more lasting tastes. The 
appeal of the comic books prepably lies 
in the following factors: (1) They are easy 
to read; (2) They appeal immediately to 
more senses than does straight reading; (3) 
The content of the comic books fits the 
nature of early adolescence; (4) The comic 
books’ picture of life and assumptions un- 
derlying it are naturally acceptable to the 
immature mind. 
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The value of this analysis is that we ca: 
steer pupils to selections of literature whic 
contain these same basic appeals and ye 
represent a step upward toward a mor 
mature and wholesome reading experienc« 
The qualities that these transition selec 
(1) They must be eas 
to read; (2) They must reflect experienc 
close to that of the reader; (3) They shoul 


lack the gross distortion of experience char 


tions will have are: 


acteristic of the comics; (4) They must hav: 
the magic ingredient of punch—action, sus 
pense, peril; (5) They must be made as 
available as possible. 

A campaign to get students to read is 
absurd if the school has only the campaign 
without the materials to read. In attack- 
ing its individual budget problems, each 
school must keep in mind the importance of 
a well-stocked, well-balanced, and attractive 
library. There is no escape that a good 
library costs money, but it is depressing to 
find lavish equipment for the athletic pro- 
gram or the band in the schools with bar- 
ren libraries. 


The physical setting of the library has a 
good deal to do with appetite for volun- 
tary reading. The more the library looks 
like a comfortable and well-kept lounge 
and the less like a dreary storage vault, the 


better the reading. The appearance of the 
books is important. Librarians have found 
that a bright, appealing book greatly helps 
the circulation of a book. 

Making books accessible to students with 
all teachers in the school stimulating in- 
terest and encouraging wider use of books, 
and providing a physically attractive library 
setting are important parts of the program 
to promote interest in recreational and pleas- 
urable reading, and presents a challenge 
worthy of any good school. 


Mrs. Marjorie Atkinson, graduate of the 
Florida State University Library School and 
formerly on the staff of the Montgomery 
County Library, is now cataloger for the 
Huntingdon Library. 
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Dr. Orne Relinquishes 


In being appointed librarian at the Uni- 

sity of North Carolina, Dr. Jerrold Orne, 
» cted President of the Alabama Library 
A sociation 1957-1958, has relinquished the 
» sidency on leaving the State. Mrs. Elinor 
A sic, elected Vice President, has assumed 

office of Association President. 

Dr. Orne has sent the following message 

all members of the Association: 

“In leaving the State of Alabama for the 

ling hills of North Carolina, I find myself 

der the regrettable necessity of giving 
up a most honorable title as President of 
the Alabama Library Association. The sac- 
rilice of this title is minuscule when com- 
pared with the loss I suffer in leaving be- 
hind so many and such good friends. My 
six years in Alabama have paid me richly 
in the numbers of tried and true friends I 
have come to know over this period of 
time. We have not lost time in the pro- 
motion of our mutual professional develop- 
ment. We have seen great gains in the 
growth of library services throughout the 
State in all types of libraries. I am proud 
to have had some hand in this and to deal 
with all of you in claiming my share of the 
effort. I hope to be remembered for many 
years and to find ways and means of re- 
visiting old friends and familiar faces. I 
am deeply appreciative of the honor paid 
me in the election to President of the As- 
sociation. It will always be a matter of 
pride for me to remember. 

“In leaving I wish to commend your 
complete support to Mrs. Elinor Arsic who 


Association Presidency 


now has to add to her already considerable 
burden that of picking up all the loose 
ends which I must necessarily leave be- 
hind. She will give you much to be proud 
of and will serve you well in finishing out 
her term as well as my own. All of my 
good wishes go to her and to you for a 
long steady growth in the community of 
public services.” 

Dr. Orne came to Alabama in October 
1951 when he was appointed director of 
the Air University Library. During his 
stay in Alabama he has served the Alabama 
Library Association in a number of capaci- 
ties including that of chairmanship of the 
Legislative and Planning Committees, Vice 
President, and President. The recommen- 
dations and plans that he has made will 
certainly advance the library profession in 
Alabama. 

At the time of his departure from the 
Air University Dr. Orne was awarded the 
Air Force Commendation for Meritorious 
Civilian Service. Lieutenant General Dean 
C. Strother, Commander, Air University, 
presented the citation which reads in part 
as follows: . . “As Director of the Air 
University Library he gave new and ef- 
fective direction to the organization, effici- 
ently met the challenge for a dynamic 
service, and through his leadership, de- 
veloped plans that resulted in a library 
building and program that reflect great 
credit on himself, the Air University and 
the United States Air Force.” 








APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR MARY R. MULLEN 
LOAN SCHOLARSHIP 


Mrs. Margaret H. Hughes, Chairman, Scholarship Committee 


The Scholarship Committee invites appli- 
cations for graduate study, Summer 1958, 
when the first Mary R. Mullen Loan Scho- 
larship of $500 will be awarded. Letters 
should be addressed to an officer of the 
Alabama Library Association or to a mem- 
ber of the Scholarship Committee before 
May 1, 1958. 


In the July issue of this journal, within 
the report of the Scholarship Committee 
for 1956-57, Alabama librarians learned of 
newly named loan fund and its general 
purpose: The Mary R. Mullen Loan Scho- 
larship of $500 designed to be used by 
librarians in service for graduate study on 
leave. Council approved the renaming of 





90 


the former Alabama Library Association 
Loan Scholarship of $1,000 and the new 
purpose of it: to promote professional ad- 
vancement for those librarians now working 
in Alabama who would like to take a se- 
mester’s leave for study and return to work 
in Alabama. By dividing the scholarship 
fund, money will be available, independent 
of the payback period of the $500 loan, so 
that each year a librarian may study for 
one As formerly administered, 
the scholarship was most recently loaned 
September 1955 to a recipient who has ac- 
cepted his first position in North Carolina 
and the money will not be completely re- 
paid until March 1, 1960. The committee 
decided that Alabama libraries might bene- 
fit more fully from the Scholarship Fund 
with the changes approved by Council. To 
honor Miss Mary R. Mullen upon her re- 
tirement, by renaming the loan for her, 
seemed most appropriate. 


semester. 


Miss Mary R. Mullen’s career has been 
spent almost entirely within the State of 
Alabama building up and directing the his- 
torical collection at the Department of 
Archives and History, first under Dr. Thomas 
M. Owen, later working with Mrs. Marie 
Bankhead Owen. Miss Mullen took her 
professional education at the School of Li- 
brarianship, Emory University (then called 
the Atlanta Library School), where the Ala- 
bama Library Association maintains a scho- 
larship named for Dr. and Mrs. Owen. 
Miss Mullen served as Secretary to the 
Alabama Library Association continuously 
until 1944 when she resigned that office, 
having earned the gratitude of the entire 
membership and receiving the double honor 
of life member in the Association and a 
position on the Executive Board. In 1956, 
upon her retirement from the Department 
of Archives and History Hugh W. Sparrow 
wrote for the Birmingham News: “Miss 
Mullen has been librarian since June 1, 
1918. Those who know her—and there 
were quite a few on her list of friends— 
probably will agree that she was one of 
the ablest librarians to be found anywhere.” 

The two other scholarships offered by the 
Association have been loaned for 1957-58 
as follows: James Wesley Bates, recipient 
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of the Thomas M. Owen and Marie Owe 
Loan Scholarship of $450, at School of L - 
brarianship, Emory University, began h 
studies in June. An honor student in hi - 
tory and working as student assistant 
the Birmingham-Southern College Librar. , 
Mr. Bates received his A.B. in March 195. 
He worked before entering Emory in th» 
catalog department of the Medical Colleg > 
of Alabama Library. 

Miss Evelyn Kocher, formerly catalog: r 
at Huntingdon College, entered the Un- 
versity of North Carolina Library School in 
September holding the Lila May Chapman 
Loan Scholarship of $500. 

These scholarships now loaned on notes 
repayable in $50 monthly installments will 
not be available for loan again until June 
and September 1959, respectively, unless 
there is a considerable increase in the un- 
named, general scholarship fund. Send your 
donations to the Treasurer, Mrs. Mary Ann 
Hanna, 1030 South 26th Street, Birming- 
ham, marked for Scholarship Fund. 


Mr. James H. Parrish will serve as 1957- 
58 Business Manager of The Alabama Li- 
brarian succeeding Miss Mary Anne Kernan 
who held this position during the past 
two years and was able to keep the journal 
solvent. Mr. Parrish a graduate of Peabody 
School of Library Service worked at the 
Martin Branch of the University of Ten- 
nessee before joining the Air University 
Reference Department. 


WHAT JOHNNY READS... 


(continued from page 77) 


want something else. Here is where the 
parent and the good librarian come in with 
the subtle feeding of better and just as 
exciting books. Let us pray that the editor 
and the more serious educators—who have 
had one brain storm after another as far 
back as I can remember—leave Johnny alone 
at this point and let us authors write the 
thrilling, stirring, expressive books that 
answer the challenge of the young imagine- 
tion. 
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MISS JULIETTE HAMPTON MORGAN 


Miss Juliette Hampton Morgan died Tues- 
dy, July 16 at her home in Montgomery 
f{. lowing a brief illness. She was reference 
li rarian at the Montgomery Public Library. 
F ior to that she had been a teacher of 
EF iglish at Sidney Lanier High School. She 
r ceived the Bachelor and Master of Arts 
d grees from the University of Alabama 
were she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

Although tragically short, her life was 
filed with warm friendships and kind deeds, 
love and laughter, respect and admiration. 
These qualities will continue to live and 
be with us as long as any of her friends 
remain. 

Superior in intelligence, quick-witted and 
lively, she never sought success as men 
measure it. She had too much empathy for 
others to compete for a high position, a big 
salary. Content to remain in the back- 
ground she nevertheless maintained the 
highest standards of study and conduct for herself and to the end of her life was constantly 
studying and learning. 

She was an outstanding reference librarian. Having been reared in a family which 
read, she early became acquainted with good literature. She was an authority on the 
classics and had a wide knowledge of state and local history. She knew the authorities 
on different subjects and was able to answer most questions without having to consult a 
reference book. It was a common saying among her friends and co-workers, “Let’s ask 
Juliette.” 

And thus a life ends. Philip Wylie in his latest book Innocent Ambassadors says, 
“Death is one price of evolution . . . It is each person’s required gift to the rest and says: 
‘I yield now, that you may continue.’ The contented add: ‘I have made the world some 
small bit better in my fashion; I have given you my life as an imperfect example; pursue 
and enhance the best of me, for you are now in my stead.’” Juliette would be too modest 
to say that, but she would have liked the quotation. 

—Mrs. Marcaret L. McCuurkin 
o * ° * 7 o rm ° 

Miss Juliette Morgan was for seven years reference librarian for the Montgomery 
Public Library. Previously, she had worked in a book shop, taught school, and edited a 
country newspaper. But a library was her natural habitat; it was inevitable that she 
should find one and become an integral part of it. 

The hundreds of students she helped with term papers; the clubwomen she assisted 
with program planning; the thousands of patrons whose request—casual or abstruse—she 
regarded as her personal responsibility and prerogative; the dear little old ladies to whom 
she carried “light fiction” on her lunch hour; the library staff who enjoyed her lively 
sense of humor—these are the people who miss her. 

Miss Morgan had a brilliant mind, a vast knowledge and appreciation of books, 
and was able to write with distinction. Yet she was modest and unassuming to a degree. 
She eschewed the egghead, scorned the intelligentsia, and—of all people, retained the com- 
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mon touch. She championed the oppressed, the handicapped, the underprivileged. Milk - 
mannered and gentle, she could rise to militance for a righteous cause, or speak out forth - 
rightly for truth and justice. An ardent Democrat and liberal, she was often the eloque:t 
spokesman for a growing group of progressive Southerners. She was an Episcopalia.., 
and a woman of great religious conviction. 

Along with her warm personality and concern for humanity, Miss Morgan had ¢1 
abiding love and understanding of all animals. Her tireless work for the Humane Society 
(she was a trustee of the local branch) was an avocation. This activity ranked secon1 
only to her deep devotion to professional study. With her astral ideals and her indomitab < 
spirit, she set an unconscious example for librarians. 

For us at the Library, it is easy to hear the merry peal of her laughter if she could 
read what has been said about her. 

—Mkrs Drxte Lov FisHErR 


MISS BETTIE KEITH 


Miss Bettie Keith, a pioneer in library service in Selma, died August 3lst. Her 
retirement in 1953 ended forty-five years as head of the Carnegie Library in Selma. A 
member of a prominent Selma family she was a graduate of Wellesley College and was 
that school’s oldest alumna in Alabama at the time of her death. 

During the almost half-century that she directed the library, Miss Keith’s knowledge 
and love of good literature, and of all other broad fields of culture, with especial emphasis 
on music, enriched many lives. Recordings of fine music were regularly presented jn 
evening hours over a long period of time at the library. Many tributes were paid to Miss 
Keith when she retired recognizing the rich cultural contribution she had made to her 
community. A plaque on the wall at the library is in tribute to Miss Keith “for her years 
of faithful service.” 

In its editorial columns The Selma Times-Journal editor wrote of “Miss Bettie” saying 
“No finer heritage ever has been left to Selmians than that of Miss Bettie Keith. Our 
heritage from her was three-faceted: Culture, the art of relaxation in reading, and love 
for good books.” The editorial says that “her stewardship as librarian particularly was 
outstanding because during many years of her service she had little with which to do. Often 
she had to scrimp and stretch, but always she kept the library at a high level of usefulness.” 
The editor points out that many Selmians were guided toward enjoyment of the better 
things that literature offered and many were made meaty book readers out of sensation 
and thrill seekers by Miss Bettie, “thus introducing them to the cool draughts of the 
deepest Pierian spring of all.” The editor ends by asking “IF that is not a great heritage 
to leave a community, what could be?” 


= 
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RECORD OF CONFERENCES 
Alabama Library Association 1904-1957 


By Jessie E. Cobb, Librarian 
Alabama State Department of Archives and History 

The Alabama Library Association was organized in Montgomery, Monday, November 
2] 1904. The meeting for organization was in response to a call signed by a committee 
co nposed of the following: Dr. Thomas M. Owen, Director, Department of Archives and 
H story; Laura M. Elmore, Montgomery Public Library; Junius M. Riggs, Supreme Court 
Library; W. H. Dingley, Treasurer and Librarian of the Grand Lodge, A.F.&A.M.; Eliza 
M Bullock, Principal of Girls’ High School and Librarian; and L. L. Dix, Secretary, 
Y.V.C.A., Montgomery. 

Compiled from the minutes, programs and news articles in the files of the State 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, the following table shows the date, 
pluce of meeting, and president of the Association from its organization through 1957. 
1905—Dec. 4-6... Mobile . Thomas M. Owen 
1906 Meeting postponed 
1907—May Montgomery . Thomas M. Owen 
1907—Nov. 25-27 ...._. Birmingham, Bessemer, Ensley —--.._.. Dr. Thomas M. Owen 
1908—Dec. Anniston, Jacksonville, Gadsden . Thomas M. Owen 
1909—Nov. . 2...Montgomery, Auburn __........ Dr. Thomas M. Owen 
1910—Nov. _........ Selma, Marion, Montevallo . Thomas M. Owen 
1911—Nov. 2% Tuscaloosa, University . Thomas M. Owen 
1912—Nov. § _......... Union Springs, Troy . Thomas M. Owen 

Information not definite 
Information not definite 
March 24-26 announced meeting at Montgomery cancelled 
1916—May Montgomery Dr. Thomas M. Owen 
1916—Nov. ‘ Birmingham Dr. Thomas M. Owen 
Meeting postponed 
1918 May 9-10... Montgomery _.....Dr. Thomas M. Owen 
(SSE eneen No meeting 
__ ener meee ce coer No meeting 
1921 Apr. 14-15 Dothan Dr. J. R. Rutland, 
A.P.I English Professor 
1922 Apr. 10-12 Decatur, Florence, Tuscumbia Dr. J. R. Rutland 
1923 No meeting 
1924 Apr. 24-26 Birmingham Lila Mae Chapman, 
Acting President 
B’ham Public Library 
1925—Apr. 15-17 Mobile, Fairhope (1st biennial) Lila Mae Chapman 
1927—May 5-7 Birmingham Mrs. Marie B. Owen, 
Director, Dept. of 
Archives and History 
1929—Apr. 11-13__....... Montevallo Mrs. Mary Inge Hoskins, 
Florence Normal 
1931—Apr. 10-11 University =e Mary E. Martin, A.P.I. 
| Re rego Te. No Meeting Kathleen Thompson, B’ham 
Public Libary, resigned 
Aug. 25. Frances Pickett, 
Woman’s College, Ist V.P. 
became president 


























1937—Apr. 


1938—Mar. 


1939—Apr. § 


1940—Apr. 


1941—Apr. 


1942—May 
1943—Apr. 


1944 
1945—Feb. 
1946—F eb. 


1947—Oct. 


1950—Apr. 


1951—Apr. 


1952—Apr. 
1953—Apr. 
1954—Apr. 


1955—Apr. 


No Meeting 
Birmingham 
No meeting 


No meeting 
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-Tuscaloosa, University 
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Montgomery—Executive Board 


I I Sy 


_No meeting. Mail ballot con 


ducted during January. a 


... Birmingham _____- 


...Montgomery _.- 


| een MWe Thee 


30-May 2 
29-May 1..... 


26-o0 ......... 


1956—Apr. 


1957—Apr. 


Mobile, Huntsville, Tuscaloosa, 
Dothan, Birmingham, Montgomery 
Florence, Muscle Shoals Area 
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Frances Pickett 


Alice S. Wyman, Universit 
Mildred Goodrich, 
Anniston Public Library 
Mrs. Avis Dawson, Univer:i- 
ty, died May 25, 1933. 
Mary E. Martin, Ist V.?. 
served as president 
Hoyt R. Galvin, T.V.A., 
Huntsville 
Fannie Schmitt, Tuscaloos: 
of. Hi. S. 
Farley Lee, A.P.I., Auburn 
Mrs. Pauline Foster, 
University 
Margaret Miller, B’ham Pub- 
lic Library, elected presi- 
dent 
Margaret Miller 
_-Emma Louise Wills, 
University 
Clyde H. Cantrell, A.P.I., 
Auburn 
_. District meetings held dur- 
ing fall 
..Mildred Johnston, Jackson- 
ville H. S. 
District meetings held dur- 
ing fall 
Mrs. Gretchen Knief Schenk, 
Summerdale 





Montgomery 
Mobile, Troy, Auburn, Decatur, 


Montevallo, Tuscaloosa, Anniston __.. 
a ene ee 


Huntsville 


.Mrs. Gretchen Knief Schenk 
District meetings held dur- 
ing fall 


ere Mabel E. Willoughby, 


Howard College 





Montgomery 


Sybil Baird, Indian Springs 
School, Helena 
John K. Cameron, Air Uni- 





Mobile 





Sheffield 





_ Tuscaloosa 


versity, Maxwell 
Joe D. Langston, B’ham 
Public Library 
a Mrs. Willa M. Boysworth, 
Huntingdon College 
Mrs. Jean Hoffman, Wood 
lawn H. S., B’ham 
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ersons and Places... 


Mrs. Adrian Hughes, Director, M. Paul 

illips Library, Birmingham-Southern Col- 
. e, has been appointed Alabama repre- 
+ itative to the Association of College and 

search Libraries. 

Other news of the college librarians in- 
‘| de the following items. Miss Olive Jo 
..mb formerly cataloger at Birmingham- 
; uthern has accepted the position of cata- 
lozer at Jacksonville State College beginning 
June first. 

[wo new staff members joined Birming- 
ham-Southern’s staff in September. Ruby 
Jean Smith will serve as cataloger. Mrs. 
Smith, whose husband is a Birmingham 
News staff member, took her library work 
at the University of Alabama. Miss Sybil 
Nelson is the new reference librarian. She 
has just finished her library science study 
at the University of Alabama taking ad- 
ditional courses in reference, documents and 
book selection. She held a position in the 
School of Education Library while getting 
her library training. 


W 


Mrs, Gretchen K. Schenk was director of 
the University of Denver School of Libra- 
rianship workshop for public librarians held 
this summer. Cooperative concepts for im- 
proved library service was the theme of 


the workshop. 


Mrs. Ruth R. Field is now a staff member 
of the Alabama Public Library Service Di- 


vision. Formerly Wing Librarian Maxwell 
AFB, she ably edited The Alabama Libra- 
rian during the past two years. 

Mrs. Elinor Arsic also joined the PLSD 
staff. She will serve the Division as field 
representative based in Tuscaloosa. 

Mr. George Johnson has been appointed 
administrator of the Coffee-Geneva and 
Covington-Crenshaw regional libraries. In 
the fall of 1958 these two regionals will be 
combined. 


W 


Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, University of Ala- 
bama Librarian, has been appointed re- 
search consultant to the Subcommittee on 
Special Education of the United States 
House of Representatives. The Subcom- 
mittee will concern itself chiefly with legis- 
lative problems of college and university 
education. Included in the Subcommittee’s 
program is the need for Federal aid to 
worthy students through direct scholarships. 
The chairman of the Subcommittee is Con- 
gressman Carl Elliott, of the 7th Congres- 
sional District of Alabama. 


WW 


Mrs. Tommie Greene, a native of Eclec- 
tic and a graduate of the University of 
Alabama, has been appointed librarian of 
the Montgomery County Library. Previous- 
ly in school library work for a:number of 
years Mrs. Greene succeeds Mrs. Lucretia 
Sommers. Mrs. Sommers has moved to 
Rome, N. Y., where her husband, Robert 
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Sommers, has taken a position as_biblio- 
graphical assistant in the library of the 
Rome Air Development Center. 


WW 


Miss Florine Oltman, Air College Libra- 
rian, has been elected secretary of the 
Military Librarians Division of Special Li- 
braries Association. 

W 


Mrs. Marietta Manion is librarian of the 
USAF Hospital, 3810th Professional Library, 
Maxwell AFB. A graduate of Florida State 
University Library School, Mrs. Manion last 
year worked at the Air War College Library. 
She succeeds Mrs. Raosali Meinersman who 
has moved to Charleston, S. C. 


ay 


Senator Lister Hill was the speaker at 
the dedication May 27th of the University 
of Kentucky’s Barkley Room. The room 
located in the university’s Margaret I. King 
Library, contains papers and political mo- 
mentos of the Vice President. 


Howard College Board of Trustees has 
voted to name the college’s new library the 
Harwell G. Davis Library in honor of Dr. 
Davis who has made a most outstanding 
contribution to the college in the past two 


decades. The first two floors of the library 
will be used when Howard begins the 
1957 fall term. The building is Georgian- 
Colonial in design and is the largest unit 
on the new campus. 

Dr. Davis issued all Alabama librarians 
an invitation to tea at the new library when 
the Association holds its 1958 meeting in 
Birmingham. 

Mr. F. Wilbur Helmbold has been named 
librarian of Howard. Mr. Helmbold is one 
of Howard’s own students, graduating with 
honors in History in 1949. He was the 
first president of the Library Club organized 
by Miss Mabel Willoughby in 1948, this 
being one of the earliest such clubs on a 
college campus. Mr. Helmbold comes to 
Howard from Providence-Barrington Bible 
College of Rhode Island. With his wife 
and three daughters they say they are 
Southerners by choice. 
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Early this summer Mrs. Pauline L. Ne - 
son assumed her duties as Wing Librariz 1 
at Maxwell AFB. A graduate of Huntin; - 
don College Mrs. Nelson holds a Master 3 
degree from the University of Alabama ar] 
has studied at the Peabody School of L - 
brary Science. She has held several positior s 
in the Alabama state school system. 


Ww 


First place in the Air Materiel Area L’- 
brary Publicity Contest with a prize of $109 
for the library and $100 for the librarian to 
attend ALA has been awarded Mrs. Jim- 
mie McWhorter, Librarian, Brookley AF 
Base, for her scrapbook in story-book form 
containing the most outstanding publicity 
and public relations programs of her li- 
brary during 1956. In competition with all 
Air Force libraries in the U. S. and over- 
seas her program won second prize of $200 
cash and the Wilson Library Bulletin has 
notified Mrs. McWhorter that she is one 
of thirteen National Winners of the John 
Cotton Dana Publicity Awards Contest in 
Air Force Libraries. Her citation for this 
latter reads “for going outside the library 
itself to make the library the focal point 
in its community, and for its work with 
local base groups.” 


Wd 


The University of Chicago and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia are sponsoring the pub- 
lication of a new and complete edition of 
the papers of James Madison. The editors 
will appreciate information about the lo- 
cation of letters by or to James Madison or 
his wife, especially letters in private posses- 
sion or among uncalendared manuscripts 
in the collections of public or private in- 
stitutions. Please address The Papers of 
James Madison, 1126 East 59th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. Dr. Leonard D. White 
signed the request for the editors. 


WW 


The editor expresses his sincerest thanks 
to Miss Martha Jule Blackshear, State School 
Libraries Consultant, for her generous help 
in preparation of this issue of The Alabama 
Librarian. She gathered much of the news 
and helped keep all the details straight. 
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